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the Assembly from the Eurasian, Harijan, Parsee, and
other minorities. Their presence is an inheritance from
the days of British rule, when the utmost care was taken to
ensure that all the minorities were represented. He would
be a bold observer who would try to predict whether the
same pattern will "be maintained when the Assembly is
selected by adult suffrage on the basis of a given number
of members from each province in proportion to the popula-
tion of the province. One vital factor is entirely unpredict-
able. No one at the moment can say how the Provincial
Congress Parties will choose their candidates. That is the
factor which must determine the nature of the Central
Legislature ; since at the present stage of Indian political
development it is a foregone conclusion that the successful
candidates will be, almost without exception, Congress
nominees.
Whatever the complexion and nature of the Central
Legislative Assembly, the present Government of India has
shown itself faithful to the principle of the secular state,
and has successfully avoided the danger of being persuaded
into taking or condoning actions directed against religious
minorities.
At one stage when refugees were pouring into the open
spaces in and around Delhi, with canvas or nothing for
their protection against the weather, there was a bud
demand from Hindu Extremists that the refugees should be
allowed to seek shelter within the Jumma Masjid Mosque.
It must have been a grave temptation for those who had
the formidable task of caring for the influx of homeless
Indians, thousands of whom were either wounded or were
in poor health as a result of privations on their flight from
the East Punjab. An immense number of them could have
been housed within the walls of one of the largest Mosques
in the world. More could have been sheltered inside the
subsidiary buildings of the Mosque; and even for those
who could not squeeze inside, the well-cared-for forecourt